
Summer Reading 2022 Rising Grades 3-5 
As you know, there have been many shortages and shipping delays in products that we need and use in our 
daily lives within the last year or so.  We had planned to have summer reading choices for students that would 
build their knowledge around topics and themes that will appear in their first few weeks of school in the next 
school year.  Despite our best efforts and early plans, we are experiencing delays and shortages of books for 
summer reading.  Below are the titles we are expecting to arrive, but students may use other titles for summer 
reading as well. We will keep families informed when items are available for pick-up.  We will also provide 
books to students who will be attending summer school. 
 
Please see the themes and titles listed below.  If your child has another book choice, they may use that book 
for summer reading, but as mentioned above, we will alert families of when summer reading books are 
available for pickup and will be distributing books during summer school. 

Students entering 
Grade 3 

What a Character! 
● Focus on realistic fiction 

○ Point of view 
○ Theme 
○ Being a unique individual 

Books related to this theme or will help build knowledge on this topic: 
● Fox and Chick:  The Quiet Boat Ride and Other Stories By Sergio Ruzzier 
● JoJo Makoons:  The Used to be Friend By Dawn Quigley 
● Training Day By Raul The Third III 
● Float Like a Butterfly By Ntozake Shagge 

Students entering 
Grade 4 

What Makes Us Who We Are? (A variety of genres will be explored) 
● Identities are shaped by 

○ Our experiences 
○ Personal interests 
○ Passions 

● Point of View 
● Author’s Purpose 
● Figurative Language 

Books related to this theme or will help build knowledge on this topic: 
● Bat and the End of Everything By Elana K. Arnold 
● Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race By Margot Lee 

Shetterly 
● Ways to Make Sunshine By Renee Watson 

 

Students entering 
Grade 5 

Inventors at Work (Focus on Informational Text) 
● People can create amazing things through 

○ Innovation 
○ Perseverance 
○ Desire to solve problems 

● Text Structure 
● Author’s Purpose 
● Central Idea 

Books related to this theme or will help build knowledge on this topic: 
● The Leaf Detective:  How Margaret Lowman Uncovered Secrets in the Rainforest 

By Heather Lang 
● Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor By John Scieszka 
● Secret Coders By Gene Yang 



 
CHOICE BOARD  (Choose 1 or more of the following after reading your book!)Grades 3-5  

Illustrate a Book Cover: Create a book cover for the 
book that you read or create a cover with a summary for 
the sequel. (you could use a cereal box) 

Write a Sequel: Write an introduction to the sequel to the 
novel that you read. 

Book to Theater: Write a play with the characters and 
plot for the story that you read. 

Write a Poem: Create a poem that highlights the main 
theme of the book, including details about the main 
characters, setting, conflict and resolution.  

Create a Portrait of a Character: Draw a portrait of their 
favorite character from the book, being as detailed as 
possible. They can write the title of the book at the top 
and add some of the character’s traits, as well as words 
to describe the book’s setting at the bottom of the 
portrait. 

Write a Letter: Write a letter to the author describing why 
you enjoyed the summer reading and 3 lessons you 
learned from the characters in the text.  

Parade Float: Choose the theme the best represents the 
book that you read and create a float representing the 
theme. (be creative, you can even use a shoebox!)  

Seesaw: use the Seesaw application to record yourself 
telling your classmates the part of the book that made you 
feel most connected.  

Book Review: Use a podcast or Flipgrid (or a cell 
phone) to record yourself rating the book that you read 
between 1-5 and explaining why you gave it that rating.   

Make a Poster: Create a poster if the book you read 
would be coming to a movie theater near you. Use your 
artistic skills to draw and annotate a poster that would 
make people want to come and see the movie.  

Alphabet Book: Students create an “ABC” outline and 
can choose adjectives to describe or nouns to imagine 
what topics and themes were in the book that they read 
from the letters A-Z.  

Comic Book/ Comic Strip: Choose one scene or the 
climax of the story and create a comic strip! Be sure to 
include thought bubbles and represent your characters 
with the way you imagined them during your reading!  

Diorama: Create a diorama of one of your favorite 
scenes from the book that you read (use your 
imagination, and your drawing skills!)  

Google Slides: Create a presentation on google slides 
that shows your knowledge of the characters, setting, plot. 
Use one slide per element.  

Interview: Create a list of 10 questions that you would 
ask one of the characters in the story that you read if you 
had the opportunity to have an interview with him/her.  

Brown Paper Bag: Fill a brown paper bag with 4 items 
that represent the story that you read. Include one item 
that represents a character, one item that represents the 
plot, one item that represents the setting, and one item 
that you can make a connection with to the book.  



Sing a Song: Sing a song or write a rap that represents 
the theme and topic of the book that you read.  

Remember to hold onto your projects to give to your 
teacher in September! 

 


